
FOR TEACHERS: 

Inform students that they will be reading an article in which they would 

need to use the text as well as the illustrations in order to get information 

and answer the questions.  Students are expected to read the article 

independently. 

Teacher may choose to explain nylon stocking (transparent tights worn 

usually by women), potting soil (soil prepared especially for potted plants), 

and waterproof (does not dissolve in water). 

Students read a “how-to” article:  Grassheads, extracted from: Good 
Growing: A Kid's Guide to Green Gardening (Klutz) by The editors of Klutz 
 

Grade 2 

Unit 4 

Pre-assessment 

Passage Name: Grassheads 

Standards covered RI. 2.5, RL.2.7, RL.2.4, W.2.2, L.2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=The+editors+of+Klutz&search-alias=books&text=The+editors+of+Klutz&sort=relevancerank


Get the real dirt on green gardening in Good Growing.

1. Cut 6–8 inches (15-20 cm)from the 
foot of an old nylon stocking.

2. Pour about 2 tablespoons (30 ml) of grass 
seed into the toe and fill with potting soil.

3. Wrap a rubber band around the 
opening and turn the head over so 

that the seeds are now on top. Place your 
grasshead on a saucer.

5. Set your grasshead in a sunny spot and give it a light shower to keep the soil moist. 
The seeds will sprout in about 5 days.

6. In a little over a week, the grass will be tall enough to 
give your grasshead its very own hairstyle. Make sure 

to keep the soil moist and his hair will keep on growing.

4. Form a nose or ears by holding the stocking and pulling a 
little of the soil away from the head. Tie off with a small 

rubber band. Use waterproof paint and googly eyes to give your 
grasshead a face. Wait for it to dry thoroughly.

•	 Grass seed
•	 Old nylon stocking
•	 Organic potting soil or peat moss
•	 Saucer or shallow bowl
•	 Scissors
•	 Small rubber bands
•	 Waterproof paint, googly eyes, 

and decorations
•	 Glue

You Need

Know-It-All 
Water from the bottom up: 
If you keep your grasshead 
in a shallow bowl with an inch 
(2.5 cm) of water, the soil 
will keep moist enough so 
that you don’t need to water 

your grasshead. 

Grassheads
Start this fellow upside down 
and then flip him over so he 
can grow a head of grass hair.

klutz.com   facebook.com/KlutzBooks



NAME: ______________________ 

DATE:  ______________________ 

 

Read the following “how-to” article.  Use the text and illustrations to answer 

the questions that follow: 

 
Question 1 – 
According to the list of things needed to complete this project, one 
of the things you need is a saucer.  Use clues from the text and 
illustrations to determine the meaning of the word saucer.  
   
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Question 2 – 
Usually, in a “how to”, the author includes a section in which he 
gives the reader a tip or advice that will make the project easier or 
better.  (Hint: it is usually enclosed in a box.)   
 

A.  In this article, what is the title of that section? 
 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

B.  What advice or tip does the author give the reader?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 3  

What part of the article do you need to read to get everything you 

will need for the “grassheads” project? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question 4 –  

The author gives you a list of things you will need to do this 

project.  What are 3 things you will need to complete this project? 

 

1. _______________________________ 

 

2. _______________________________ 

 

    3.   _______________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Question 5 – 
 
You are now going to teach others about something that you 
know how to do.  It should be something that you know how to do 
or have watched someone else do something that you can tell 
others how to do. 
 

 Start by letting the reader know what it is they are going to 
be learning to do. 

 Describe what they would need to do remembering to 
explain each step. 

 Finally, write a concluding statement in which you say who 
you think would enjoy or need to do this and why. 

 Remember to check your sentences for capitalization and 
punctuation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
Question 1 – Answer 
Why do readers need to ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, 
when, why, and how while reading?  Accept any answer that alludes to the 
meaning: 
According to the clues I got from the illustrations and text, saucer means plate. 
Question 2 – Answer 
Usually, in a “how to” the author includes a section in which he gives the reader a 
tip or advice that will make the project easier or better.  (Hint: it is usually 
enclosed in a box.)   
A.  In this article, what is the title of that section? 
           The title of the tip section is, “Know-It-All”. 

B.  What advice or tip does the author give the reader?   
           The author advices that we keep the grassheads in a bowl with an inch or 

water so that the soil will stay moist. 
 
Question 3 – Answer 
What part of the article do you need to read to get everything you will need for 
the “grassheads” project? 
     “You Need” 
Question 4 – Answer 
The author gives you a list of things you will need to do this project.  What are 3 
things you will need to complete this project? 
     Any 3 of the various items needed are acceptable answer. 
Question 5 – 
You are now going to teach others about something that you know how to do.  It 
should be something that you know how to do or have watched someone else do 
something that you can tell others how to do. 
 

 Start by letting the reader know what it is they are going to be learning to 
do. 

 Describe what they would need to do remembering to explain each step. 

 Finally, write a concluding statement in which you say who you think 
would enjoy or need to do this and why. 

 Remember to check your sentences for capitalization and punctuation. 
 
Use class profile sheet to score according to the language of the standard. 
 
 
Key 
4 = Exceeding the Standards 
3= Meeting the Standards 
2= Approaching the Standards 
1= Below Standard 
 



 
Class Record for Informative/Explanatory Writing:  Grade 2 

 
 
 
 
Student Names 

 
Grade-Level Expectations 

Introduces the 
topic. 

Uses facts and 
definitions to 

develop points 

Provides a 
conclusion. 

  Date Date Date Date Date Date 
 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

1= Below Standard      2 = Approaching the Standards      3 = Meeting the Standards     4 = Exceeding the Standards 
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